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True Greatness 
(Mark 10:42-45) 

 
Main Point: True Greatness is serving others for the glory of the One who ultimately served us. 
 
I.  True Greatness (The world’s definition vs. God’s definition)  
 
 
 
 
II.  Serving Others 
 
 

 Serving = doing helpful deeds for one another 
 

 Humbly 
 

 Intentionally 
 

 Faithfully 
 

 Wholeheartedly 
 

III. For the Glory of the One who ultimately served us 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Questions:  How has Jesus served you?  
How does Christ’s sacrifice on your behalf encourage and inform the way you serve others?  
What are some ways you can intentionally serve others this week in the home?  In the church? 
On the job?   
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Quotes 
“Jesus of course knew that it was the night of His betrayal and that the very next morning He would 
suffer on a cross for the sins of the world. He would, from our viewpoint, have had every reason to be 
preoccupied with His imminent sufferings. Yet Jesus took time to tend to a duty—that of washing the feet 
of guests—that was usually left to the lowest servant in a man’s household. He did this under full 
awareness of His own Divine dignity… Through His own attitude toward servanthood He taught us that 
true greatness in the Kingdom of God consists not in position or authority but in serving one another.”  --
Jerry Bridges 
 
“I think we tend to have a very narrow view of good works. We think that they are rare and special things 
that we do every once in a while, like going to Africa on a missions trip. Or we think of them in terms of 
the proverbial situation of helping an elderly woman across the street (which I’ve yet to come across). 
Either way, good works are conceived of as unusual and out-of-the-way things we do. The result is that 
we live somewhat disconnected lives. Our good works are in one category of our lives, but the things of 
everyday life — things like commuting to work, raising our kids, and living in our communities — are 
over in another category, strikingly disconnected…But the Bible has a very different view of good works. 
According to the Scriptures, good works are not simply the rare, special, extraordinary, or super spiritual 
things we do. Rather, they are anything we do in faith.”  --  Matt Perman 
 
“What could be a greater, higher honor than to be a chosen instrument for the most important renewal 
project in the universe—redemption?  No one has been chosen to be just a recipient of the redemptive 
work of his kingdom. No, everyone who has been chosen to be a recipient has also been commissioned to 
be an instrument of the work of that kingdom as well…It is sad that so many of God’s people spend their 
lives searching for some significant endeavor to give themselves to when they have been chosen to be part 
of the most powerfully transformative work in the history of the universe. The greatest honor of my life is 
that I have been chosen to be both a recipient and an instrument. This has given my life deeper meaning 
than anything I could have discovered on my own. This is what grace alone can do.” --  Paul Tripp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


